Slab Fork's entire operation at Tarns, West Virginia, has
been closed and Slab Fork has ceased all operations of the
property (Tr. 96).  Slab Fork does act as a coal broker, selling
already prepared coal it has obtained from entirely independent
coal mine operations (Tr. 96).  One of its customers is VenBlack.
VenBlack has no other business arrangements, contracts, or
dealings directly with Slab Fork (Tr. 96).  VenBlack's sole
business is the operation of the Austin Black plant where it
converts already prepared coal to the product known as Austin
Black which it then bags and sells to the tire and rubber
industry which uses it as an additive, extender, and "chemical
filler" in compounds used to make rubber (Tr. 57, 90, 97,
104-105).  The coal purchased on the "outside" market (Tr. 89)
through Slab Fork and from other suppliers (Tr. 109, 110) by
VenBlack for this purpose mainly from the Maben Energy plants
at the Pocohontas Coal vein in West Virginia has already been
prepared by breaking, crushing, sizing, cleaning, washing, drying
and mixing to an exact specification designated by VenBlack (Tr.
68-72) .  This coal has additional uniqueness since it must also
be (1) bituminous, and have chemical properites and be of a
character common to only approximately 5% of the coals that are
available (Tr. 120, 121, 133).  Upon its arrival at VenBlack's
plant, samples of this raw coal are first tested to insure that
it meets VenBlack1s specifications, including those pertaining to
chemical composition (Tr. 85, 133, 134).

The prepared coal, which must be sized in particles of no
more than half-inch, is delivered to VenBlack by a contract
hauler (Sullivan) who delivers it by truck (Tr. 23, 89, 110, 111)
It is first placed in a "truck bin" or raw coal storage silo.
Subsequently, it is transported through a network of conveyors
(Tr. Ill) by conveyor belt and it finally ends up on a 1,000-ton
silo where it is stored (Tr. 113).  From the storage silo it is
transported by conveyor belt to a nearby tipple where it is
"scooped off the belt" and put into two small "tanks" or silos
(Tr. 113, 114) .

From the two small silos the coal, of approximately the same
half-inch size as that delivered by Sullivan, is then run into
the top of a six-story plant and down a chute into the "mill"
(Tr. 115-117).  On the way it enters a "hammer mill" which
ensures that no particle exceeds the half-inch requirement. ^_/
The coal then enters a unique (Tr. 117) air mill grinding process
which reduces the coal particles to a fine dust having the
consistency of talcum powder (Tr. 32, 118, 128) called Austin
Black (Tr. 119).  Once the small coal particles enter the
grinding stage high-pressure air "bangs" the particles against
each other in a closed system resulting in their reduction to
powder (Tr. 32, 90, 117-119).  This "unique" (Tr. 120) product is

3/ The hammer mill in effect "crushes"   particles of coal which

exceed half-inch down to suitable size.     Approximately 10% of the

coal entering the process is reduced in   size by this method (Tr.
122, 123).

523ecognize that safeguards are written by  inspectors in  the  field,   not  by
